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U.S . DEPARTÎ NT OF LABOR 
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION 

Washington 

COMl-iITTEE...KEETS TO B2C0MI-IEHD •-" 
MINIMUM VAGES POR RAILROAD WORKERS f -

The Ra i l road Indus t ry Committee au thor ized under the F a i r Labor Standards 

Act to recomnend minimum wages f o r a l l r a i l r o a d enployees up to 40 cents an hour , 

vas to meet fo r the f i r s t t i n e today. George E. Osborne, of the Lav/ Facu l ty of 

Leland Stanford U n i v e r s i t y i v ice-chai rman of the committee, was to p r e s i d e . 

The committee i s coinpriBed of tv/elve members, equa l ly r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 

Tublic, t h e r a i l r o a d s and of the lower-paid ra i lway enployees . Frank P . Graham, 

P r e s i d e n t of t h e U n i v e r s i t y of North Caro l ina , who i s chairman of t h e comraittee, 

was unable to attend thie in i t i ed meeting because of i l l n e s s . 

Sessions were to commence at 9:30 A.M. in Room 206, 939 D St ree t . 

While about 90 per cent of the million wage earners employed by Anerican 

ra i l roads receive more than 40 cents an hour, the highest ninirmm which the 

committee can recommend, i t i s estimated there arp abnnt. 1 on.000 rallwav 

employees presently receiving l e s s than »-hnî  ]»nt.P.. Railroad employees are 

exempt from the naxiraum hours provisions of the Pair Labor Standards Act requiring 

payment of at leas t one and one-half times the regular ra te for overtime. 

Today's meeting vras to be a closed session. On Wednesday, February 14, the 

conmittee vrill begin public hearings at vhich representat ives of the Association 

of Anerican Railroads, the Anerican Short Line Railroad Association, the Railway 

Labor Executive Associp.tion (representing 21 labor unions of rai l road employees) 

and otliers wi l l t e s t i f y . I t i s predicted that taking of testimony re la t ive to 

vages paid by ra i l roads , and the economic and conipetitive conditions to which the 

coramittee i s directed to give due regard, wi l l take at l eas t two vreeks, A con^re-

hcnsive study of wages paid in the ra i l road industry \/as mailed to the members of 

the comtaittee recent ly , i (3304) 
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This def ini t ion of the Railroad Industry v/ill apply: 

"The industry carried on by any express company, sleeping oar corapany or 

ca r r ie r by ra i l road , subject to Peirt I of the In t e r s t a t e Comraerce Act, and by 

any corapany which i s d i rec t ly or ind i rec t ly ovmed or controlled by one or more 

such car r ie r s or under common control therewith, and whioh operates any equip

ment or f a c i l i t y or perfomis any service (except trucking service, casual ser-

-vice, and the casual operation of equipment or f a c i l i t i e s ) in connection with 

the t ranspor ta t ion of passengers or property by ra i l road , or the rece ip t , 

delivery, eleva-tion, t ransfer in t r a n s i t , re f r igera t ion or ic ing, storage or 

handling of property transported by ra i l road , and by any receiver , t r u s t e e , or 

other individual or body, judic ia l or otherwise, when in the possession of the 

property or operating a l l or any par t of the business of any such corapany or 

ca r r ie r by r a i l r c a d : 

"Provided, however, tha t the term 'Railroad Carrier Industry ' shall not 

include the industry carried on by any s t r ee t , interurban, or suburban e l ec t r i c 

railway, unless such railway is operating as a par t of a general steam-railroad 

system of t ranspor ta t ion , but shall not exclude any par t of the general steam-

ra i l road system of t ranspor ta t ion now or hereafter operated by any other motive 

power." ... V 

In addition to Chairman Graham, and Mr, Osborne who are public members 

the committee consists of the following: 

For the Public 

•Charles S, Johnson, Negro Educator, Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee 
V/illiam H. Spencer, Dean of the School of Coimierce and Education, University 

of Chicago, Chicago 
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For the Itoployees 

George Wright, General Vice-President, Internat ional Brotherhood of Firemen 
and Oi le rs , Roundhouse and Railwaj'- Shop Laborers, Chicago 

T. C. Carrol l , Vice-Presidenti Brotherhood of Maintenance-of-Way Employeesi 
Umatilla, Florida 

H. A. Bacus, Research Director, Brotherhood of Railway and Steamship Clerks. 
Freight Handlers, Express and Station Employees, Cincinnati, Ohio 

James Mcllamara, Vice-President, Hotel and Restaurant Employees Internat ional 
All iance, Washington, D. 0. 

For the Employers 

E. J . McClees, Executive Secretary, Bureau of Information of 'the Eastern 
Railways, New York 

C. D. Mackay, Assistant Vice-Presidenti Southern Railway Systen, Washington, 
D. 0. 

Edward Murrin, Executive Secretaryi Association of Western Railways, Chicago 
J , H. Huntt, Assistant to the President , the American Shortline Railroad 

Association, Washington, D. C. 

# # # # # # # 
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